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“Picture Books as Visual Arts:
Deciphering the ‘Imé&ji no Mori’ Series”

Kato Tomohiko*

Abstract

The “Iméji no Mori” series is a collection of 15 picture books published by HORUPU Publishing
Co., Ltd. between 1991 and 1996. It was an attempt to expand the readership of picture books not only to
children, but also to adults.

This study investigated the history of the publication of this series and explored the characteristics
of 15 picture books from the viewpoint of visual arts. As a result, it became clear that freelance editor
AKIFUMI DOI played an important role in the publication of the “Imé&ji no Mori” series. In addition, it was
revealed that the 15 picture books are picture books with a variety of texts and original illustrations with a
strong sense of authorship.

The “Iméji no Mori” series has been praised by picture book researchers as one of the leading
picture book series of the 1990s for expanding the possibilities of picture book expression. On the other hand,
picture books for adults and children's books were mixed, and it was a commercial failure. A picture book is
both a work of art and a product. It is presumed that the complex structure as an expressive medium was a
factor.

Key words: Iméji no Mori, picture book, visual arts



