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"Nature experience activities' utilizing local resources at childcare
training schools, "ESD/SDGs" and effects and challenges in training
education

Funakoshi Miyuki® * Katata Hiroyuki”®
Kato Tomohiko™ + Takahashi Taidoh™*

Abstract

In November 2022, we conducted a questionnaire survey targeting teachers in charge of classes on nature
and the environment at childcare teacher training schools that are members of the National Childcare
Teacher Training Council Middle/Shikoku Block. The survey examined the educational effects and issues
in training education for the five categories of "nature experience activities' (‘outdoor activities," "learning

activities related to nature and the environment,' "cultural and artistic activities using natural materials,"
and "primary industry (agriculture and fishing)") and "environmental education. Teachers at nursery teacher
training schools point out that many students lack experience in interacting with nature, the environment,
animals and plants. Therefore, they tried to incorporate real-life experiences related to nature and the
environment in classes and seminar activities to increase students' interest and interest and generate positive
emotions. In addition, hands-on experience is an opportunity to learn as a creator of a sustainable society,
and is expected to lead to increased awareness of nature and the environment. There are various things
to learn through experience, and by utilizing them in configuring the environment and creating instruction
plans, it is expected that this will lead to childcare practices that involve knowledge and experience. There
are various things to learn through experience, and by utilizing them in configuring the environment and
creating instruction plans, it is expected that this will lead to childcare practices that involve knowledge
and experience. Furthermore, classes and seminars that incorporate nature experience activities and
environmental education that collaborate and cooperate with local resources can be expected to improve the
quality of childcare sites and training schools, and increase the trustworthiness of training schools in the local

community.

Keywords: Childcare worker training, Nature experience activities, environmental education, ESD/SDGs,

Education Collaboration with Local
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