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Survey on "Nature Experience Activities' and "ESD/SDGs"
utilizing local resources in childcare and early childhood education
sites

Funakoshi Miyuki® + Kato Tomohiko*
Katata Hiroyuki™ * Takahashi Taidoh™

Abstract

Noncognitive skills are considered to be skills that are easily acquired through nature experience
activities and have been the focus of much attention. In addition, environmental education is becoming
increasingly important in the ESD/SDGs era and is needed from early childhood. This study conducted a
questionnaire survey of childcare and early childhood education facilities in Shimane Prefecture regarding

nn

nature experience activities (‘outdoor education,”" "nature and environment-related learning activities," "cultural
and artistic activities using natural objects," and "primary industry") and environmental education. Survey 1
asked questions about the experience awareness and training of child care providers. As a result, it became
clear that many caregivers feel that they lack experience in the content of childcare related to nature and
the environment, although such content is being devised at childcare facilities, there are factors that inhibit
this, and although training is provided, opportunities to obtain knowledge and information on this subject are
desirable, given that there are few opportunities for such training. Survey 2 asked about the expectations of
training schools regarding nature and the environment. Child care providers expect students to develop an
interest in nature and the environment from the local environment around them and to have practical skills
and knowledge that can be applied in the child care field through hands-on activities. It was clear that this is
essential learning for our times, and that a wide range of practical skills that can be applied in the childcare

field are considered important through the experience of communicating to children.
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