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Classroom Practice of Integrating Picture Books and Music in
Early Childhood Education Training:
Focusing on Music Creation with Electronic Keyboard
Instruments and Percussion Instruments

Nagashima Kana*®

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the effectiveness of integrating picture books and music in our
university’s classes, where we practice creating music based on picture books and present it at a nursery
school. T analyzed and considered the students’ behavior during the music creation process and the
presentation, as well as the descriptions in the reflection and questionnaire for the nursery teachers.
Regardless of their musical experience, many students were seen exploring sounds while communicating
using various tones of percussion instruments and electronic keyboards. Assuming that the children are
savoring the world of the picture book while looking at it, the reader and the performer practiced matching
their breaths while feeling the “reverberation and tempo”. They also devised their own ways of distributing
their gaze, showing their instruments, and adjusting the strength of their voices and music. This suggests
that it led to the development of a wide range of expressiveness through proactive learning. From the
children’s behavior during the presentation and the results of the questionnaire survey from the nursery
teachers, it was suggested that integration picture books and music is an effective means of deepening the
worldview of picture book stories, enhancing children’s imagination and interest in sound, and expanding the
possibilities of nursery activities for nursery teachers. Furthermore, by using an electronic keyboard to select
tones and ranges that match the atmosphere of the animals and scenes that appear, and by creating music,

we were able to expand the image of the story.

Keywords: picture books, electronic keyboard instruments, music creation, melody creation, creativity
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