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Reconstructing the Environment for Events that Exceed the
Expectations of Childcare Worker
—An Attempt to Decipher the Practical Knowledge of Childcare
Workers from the Free Description based on a Questionnaire
Survey Method —

Katata Hiroyuki*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify what kind of judgment is used to reconstruct the environment when a
childcare worker witnesses a child who exceeds expectations. Questionnaires were distributed to
childcare workers working in public nursery schools, kindergartens, and certified children’s institutes in
Shimane Prefecture, along with a measurement text. The events classified into five categories are
"discovery of play / activity in a way different from the intended use", "children's appearance beyond the
childcare worker's expectations", and "play / activity beyond the childcare worker's expectation",
"development of children", "convergence of play and activities beyond the expectations of childcare
workers", and "accidental discovery due to natural phenomena". It was concluded that childcare workers
put the child's enjoyment first in the response to each event and the judgment at that time, and that the
childcare worker's intention is rarely included. However, as a result, by clarifying the intentions of the
caregiver when first constructing the environment, at the moment I encountered that scene and when I

tried to get as close as possible to that aim, I thought I could play the role behind the scenes so the child

would not realize it.

Key words: education through the environment, environmental composition, childcare workers, text

analysis
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