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A Study on the Lesson Contents Designed to Train Pre-school
Teachers Who Have a Consciousness of Words
—From the efforts of a class on "Japanese language education"—

Hashimoto Yuji*

Abstract

In the "Kindergarten Education Guidelines" and other documents, the aim of the so-called five
domains—"the form into which I want you to grow up by the end of infancy", "health" and "human
relations", an "environment", "language", and "expression"—are shown. In order to fully nurture these,
while fully drawing out the independence of the children, the children are involved in the environment,
recognizing the “aim” of acquiring “the power of language” while accumulating various experiences through
the kindergarten life. The qualities and motivation to acquire “the power of words” are required while
providing comprehensive guidance through the concrete activities that are being developed. A childcare

worker who has this quality and motivation is called a “word-aware childcare workers”.

In this study, it is important for childcare teachers to be aware of the language in order to clarify the goals,
teaching contents, and methods regarding the power of children’s language, which are shown in the
“Kindergarten Education Guidelines”. The efforts of “haiku making” and “picture-story show making” in
the “Japanese language education” class enhance the students’ sense of language in the training course and
deepen their understanding of the words from the child’s point of view. And the consciousness of the
language in the training scene increased. Furthermore, I was able to get a sense of nurturing children’s

language skills when working as a childcare worker.

Key words: language. independence, self-conscious, language-sensibility
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