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Eugenic sterilization operations on for the deaf already victimized
by double human rights violations
—An environment to announce damages (light side) and eugenic
thought in the public (dark side) —

Junko Kosaka™

Abstract

Under the former Eugenic Protection Law (1948-96), not less than 25,000 persons with genetic diseases
or mental retardation were forced to undergo eugenic sterilization operations. In Hyogo Prefecture, a
campaign entitled “Don’t give birth to unhappy babies!” was mounted from 1966 to 1974. The background
of the movement was “eugenic thought”.

Susumu Katuraku, who died in 2015, who lived in the Awaji Fukurou no Sato nursing home, detailed his
bitter experience of having to undergo forced sterilization in 2012. During his lifetime, the deaf were
prohibited by national policy from using sign language as well as marrying and having babies. As a result,
they were discriminated against throughout their lives, experiencing double human rights violations.
According to the interim report announced by the All Japan Deaf Federation in June, 2018, 70 deaf persons
have claimed themselves as the victims of these forced operations. We must face the fact that these forced

operations were performed under the present Constitution.

Key words® eugenic sterilization operation, “Don’ t give birth to unhappy babies!” campaign,

eugenic thought, deaf, sign language
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