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Effects of Storytelling on the Improvement of the Imagination
—A Case Study of Students Studying Early Childhood Care and
Education—

Mao Masuhara™

Abstract

Childcare providers support the development of children by associating with them through rich
expression. It is essential for them to have an imaginative ability to understand children and learn
childcare techniques. This research aimed to stimulate the imagination of students majoring in early
childhood care and education by asking them to create a story titled “Imagining a Story.” They had an
opportunity to develop imagination skills by making an original story after seeing a picture repeatedly.
They were also expected to enhance imagination by sharing these stories with each other. They were at
first hesitant to make an original story but gradually became accustomed to it after doing it several times. I
also conducted a questionnaire survey on them before and after this program in order to evaluate their
attitudes, showing that more than half of the students were themselves changed through the activities of
this storytelling. These findings show that we should continue to ask students to create original stories for

enhancing their imagination.

Key words® imaginative power, expressiveness, training of childcare providers, linguistic expression,

storytelling
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