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Nurses perspectives on need for better cooperation
with care workers involved in “medical care”

Akiyo Itoh*, Kyoko Ishida**

Abstract

According to the revision of the Certified Care Worker Act (2011), care workers can perform sputum
suction and tube feeding (“medical care,” MC). To examine how nurses judge the participation of care
workers in MC, we interviewed 11 nurses working at elderly care facilities. The results indicated that nurses
felt they have to allow care workers to perform MC, although they were skeptical about the revision of the
act. By contrast, the nurses hoped to work together as a professional team by performing MC. To improve
cooperation with care workers, the nurses advocated for: (1) better skill and ethics of care workers for MC,
(2) nurses recognition of the importance of the living-support aspects of nursing care, and (3) support of
care workers in performing MC by nurses. In conclusion, the nurses hoped that MC by care workers would

be integrated into living support, resulting in higher levels of cooperation.

Key words: Care, Nurse, Cooperation, Medical care

*Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare

Contact Address @ Akiyo Itoh

T590-0013 1-2-7 Shinonomenishi-Machi, Sakai-ku, Sakai City, Osaka
Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare

Department of Care and Welfare

E-mail: aitou@kenko-fukushi.ac.jp

**0Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare

BIZE  OKPBUEREmAL IR R HE175 2018.3 26



