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Gasshou in School Education during the Meiji Era
— Theory and Practice

Ryoko Kumagai*

Abstract

Gasshou-Chorus- in school song music education, starting in 1881, was called Juuon-Shouka or Fukuon-
Showuka;, polyphony-.

In 1891, the term of Gasshou was specified first in educational regulations.

Jitsuyou Kyoikugaku oyobi Kyojuho -Pedagogy and teaching method-, published in 1894, states that Gasshou
should have a single melody.

This proves that in Meiji era, two contrary ideas of Gasshou existed- namely, while polyphonic harmony
was required, a single melody in unison was emphasized, respectively.

In order to clarify such theoretical contradictions, the author researched how Gasshou came to be accepted
in school song education.

Despite its contribution to harmony between people in school education during the Meiji era, Gasshou had
no clear definition as polyphony. This paper aims therefore to reach the future answer for the unsolved

question: when and how the term was used and established.

Key words: Gasshou, chorus, school song education, Meiji era
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