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Trends in the Research on Preschool Children with Special Needs

Tomo Nomura™

Abstract

Today, the issue of children with special needs attracts attention most in the fields of childcare and
education. The definition of children with special needs has not been clear in the past. This research
summarizes previous work regarding children with special needs, and clarifies the main points and subject
matter. Moreover, the tendencies and contents of reports about children with special needs are analyzed.
As a result, the following has become clear: The percentage of children with special needs differs from one
investigation to the next. The characteristics of children with special needs and those of children with a
developmental disorder are highly related. Research on the relation between the former and the latter has
become the main focus. Research aiming at early detection and correspondence, and research regarding
cooperation in elementary education, are trends that have also been advanced. Moreover, it became clear
that the important issues with regard to childcare and education are individual educational plans and peer

relationships in groups.

Key words: Children with special needs, Developmental disorder, Collective day nursery
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