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Welfare Facilities Giving Thoughtful Attention to the Elderly with
Hearing Disorder
— Homes for the Old with Hearing Impairments —

Junko Kosaka

Abstract

Today, in our country, there are nine welfare facilities giving thoughtful attention to the elderly with
hearing disorder (hereinafter referred to “nursing homes for the old deaf people”) as of 2011. To take
care of these old people in the homes who have hearing impairments and their secondary disorders, it
is essential to have the perspective of understanding the characteristics of hearing impairments. Care
workers are demanded a high degree of specialist knowledge to understand personal life histories, means
of communication, the feelings and mood of the seniors. Born during the Second World War, the old people
in the nursing homes are in their eighties. About half of them did not enter school, or dropped out of the
elementary school for the deaf. They passed their lives with four handicaps (They cannot hear, speak, read
and write) .

These people who have been excluded from medical care, education and welfare, are isolated and excluded
from communities.

So they started the movement to create what they need. The movement to build nursing homes for the old
deaf people is their challenge to take part in life. Through this experience, they found that deaf people are not
only the persons receiving benefits, but also the main characters reforming themselves to regain their own
dignity and humanity. At the same time, this movement contributed to bringing up care workers’ specialist
knowledge and to embodying the social responsibilities of social welfare institutions as the bases of giving

information in the area.

Key words: nursing homes for the old deaf people, the old deaf people who did not enter school, secondary

disorder, care workers’ specialist knowledge
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