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An Examination of The Effect of Urban Renewal Policy : A Case

Study of the Moriguchi and Dainichi Area, Osaka, One of The
Designated Urban Areas for Urgent Development

Makoto Iwane*

Abstract

This thesis examines the effect of urban renewal policy started by the Koizumi cabinet in May 2001. The
Moriguchi and Dainichi areaof Osaka Prefecture is used as an example, because it was one of the designated
urban areas for urgent development under the cabinet’s Special Measures for Urban Renewal Law. The
government’ s urban renewal policy has concentrated private investments on focal areas, so the policy has
been carefully evaluated by related industries. Fact-finding inquiries into local governments and analysis of
the existing statistical data, however, have made it clear that the designated renewal area has drawn off
demand and employment from the surrounding regions, thus not leading to the activation of the community
as a whole, and indicating that the policy has no system of accepting the wishes of local governments
or of the community residents. Based on this study, further research into the policies and role of local

governments with regard to urban renew policy is planned.

Key words: the Special Measures for Urban Renewal Law, designated urban areas for urgent development,

Moriguchi and Dainichi area
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