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The national trend of “toukoukyohi/futoko (non-school attendance)”
and withdrawal from school in Japan (1) — Report of research by the
Council studying School Maladjustment and School refusal —

Daisuke Nakahara®

Abstract

The Council studying School Maladjustment and School Refusal examined the policy on “toukoukyohi/
futoko (non-school attendance)” in Japan. The policy was explained in the reports produced by the council in
1992 and 2002.

The purpose of this study was to provide an overview of these reports and to describe the state of
“toukoukyohi/futoko (non-school attendance)” in Japan.

These reports show that personal factors are more influential than social factors in “toukoukyohi/futoko
(non-school attendance)” and that a solution to the school attendance problem depends excessively on an
external organ. It was also showed making management stronger for teachers by the management. However,
these reports did not discuss the subject of teacher distress, which must be part of any discussion of

“toukoukyohi/futoko (non-school attendance)”.

Key words: “toukoukyohi/futoko (non-school attendance)” + the policy on “toukoukyohi/futoko (non-
school attendance)” in Japan. Report of research and study by the Council studying School
Maladjustment and School Refusal in 1992 and 2002.
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