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Approaches to improving lectures and practical reviews of them
from the viewpoint of overcoming meritocracy and promoting overall
development

Hiroshi Morishita™*

Abstract

I have published three treatises In the college bulletins: “A study conducted with the students in the
seminar concerning how to cultivate basic learning ability” (in the 7th issue), “What is the basic learning
ability required of students in junior colleges?” (in the 8th issue), and “The necessity of student participation
and the formation of democratic personality” (in the 10th issue). Although I raised an issue concerning
“Who do schools, education, and personality formation serve?” by subtitling the treatise in the 10th issue as
such, I've left the following issue untouched on. It was to demonstrate the relations between overcoming
meritocracy, and promoting overall development and the formation of democratic personality, among others.
In this treatise, in addition to the theme, by referring to the written descriptions of the students’ impressions
about my lectures I’ ve tried to make a practical review of how I made use of the faculty development
activity which I got involved in for three years, and how I was challenged to improve my lectures.

In the first chapter, I wrote about the arguments and consensus formation in the faculty, which might be
indispensable for improving lectures. In the second chapter, I shed light on the problems of “educational
reform” and “lecture improvement” being urged in Japan now, from the viewpoint of overcoming meritocracy
and promoting overall development. In the third chapter, I reviewed my own practical approaches to
improving lectures.

The notion of a “natto group,” which a graduate from my college referred to in the bulletin composed
of practical research, might serve as a useful reference when we discuss how to improve lectures. I look

forward to discussions by the faculty members and the students.

Key words: Meritocracy, overall development, dignity of human being, national achievement test,

faculty development activity
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