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Developmental Factors of Verbal Communication among Infants
of Conversation Generating Age
-Focusing on Verbal Exchanges among Two-year-old Infants Mediated by Objects-

Yaeko Yamamoto™

Abstract

In this study, around two-and—a-half year old infants are examined, because the infants of the age begin to have a
verbal communication with other children. The characteristics of conversations in play situations among three infants
and developmental competence acquired through the differentiation between oneself and others are to be investigated.

Based on the recorded protocol of conversations, the total number of utterances, the number of utterances which have
meanings, characteristics of conversations between two children, and those of conversations among three infants are to
be analyzed. The results indicate that infants in the pre “two-dimensional operational stage” cannot understand what
others say, so they cannot respond. Moreover, these infants can speak to themselves and repeat what others say, but they
cannot express their own thoughts, nor can understand what others say. Infants in the “two-dimensional operational
stage,” are able to understand what others say, so they can answer with intention, and moreover they can have
conversations with more than three others. This result suggests that communicative relationships with other infants

develop in the two-dimensional operational stage.

Key words:  The outbreak period of conversation among the infants of the same age, intermediary factors,

communication, developmental factors, two-year-old infants
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