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The Necessity of Sudents Participation and the Formation of Democr atic Per sonality
-Who do schools, education, and personality for mation serve for ?-

Hiroshi Morishita

Abstract

We are in an age when we can’t be optimistic about the amendment of the Japanese Constitution for the worse. In
this treatise | would like to make mainly two assertions. The first of them is to ask again who schools, education, and
personality formation serve for. 1I’ve tried to shed light on the fact that in a society of tremendous meritocracy, not
only children but also households, schools, and neighborhoods are subject to the merit system unconsciously.

The second assertion | would like to make in this treatise is that it is important to accept various aspects of children
which might appear negative, to grasp their real intentions, and to read out their desires as a decent and sound human.
For that purpose, we have to listen to them and discuss with your eyes level astheirs, and we, adults, have to search for
the ways for solving problems together with them, and to act together. In sum, | would like to solve the educational
problems which our society faces and to search the possibility of forming democratic personality through
“participation” and collaboration, with children playing arole of protagonist. | would like to discuss my two assertions
by reference to typical casesin various schools and some concrete cases which our college has put into practice.

Key words. the Fundamental Law of Education, participation and collaboration, formation of democratic personality,
academic ability and personality
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