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Problems Related to Common Imagery in Children during Corporative Play
-A Comparative Study of Play with Limited and Unlimited Toy Blocks-

Yaeko Yamamoto™

Abstract

In Study 1, three-year to four-year-old children playing with a limited number of identical toys were observed and their
conversations were analyzed. Given limited toys, three-year-old children scrambled for the toys, whereas older children were
able to divide the toys and avoid fighting. Furthermore, parallel play was observed at first, which later changed to cooperative
play. In Study 2, a group of two-year and four-year-old children were observed playing with building blocks. The results
indicated the following. (1) Given unlimited blocks, there was no scramble. (2) Children from age three to four played alone.
(3) Given unlimited toys, there was no mutual division of toys. (4) Cooperative play started after the latter half of the forth year.
The results suggest the necessity for providing educational support, such as preparing enough toys and helping children

develop cooperative play.

Key words: conversations of 4 to 5-year-old children, the formative period of conversations, common imagery, children’s

conversations
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