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“Mothers Chorus’, ChorusActivity asa Lifelong Education
-An Investigation of the Consciousness between Chorus Membersand Teaching Staff-

Chie Miyata, Ryoko Kumagai **, Takashi Okada’*

Abstract

European ‘Harmony’ in music had hardly been appreciated in Japanese music. With the modernization of our country,
people who had been singing in unison, began to love chorus activities in the Meiji era.  Activities of “mothers
chorus’ groups now hold an important position. This paper is based upon a survey for 410 people consisting of chorus
members and teaching staff of 17 voluntarily-selected “mothers’ chorus’ groups in 5 Prefectures including Osaka and
Wakayama, to clarify what they think is the top priority in the activities. Analysis of the results has proved that most
people in both sides decided to join the activities as a result of their long singing experience, but that they differ in
opinions: members request highly professiona rehearsals while teaching staff call for emotional elements, such as
eagerness for enjoying chorus activities for along time. The results suggest how they should continue their activitiesin

thelr respective positions.

Key words: teaching staff of chorus, mothers' chorus, consciousness of chorus members
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