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A Comparative Study of Junior High School Science Curricula in China and Japan
from the Viewpoint of Biology

Emi Shibamoto*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study how issues of procreation and transmission are dealt with in science
education in Japan as compared to that in China.

In China, the goal of biology as a field of study is the same that in Japan from the perspective of scientific
knowledge. Therefore, the goal of individual human behavior and sense of worth as regards the study of
biology should also be the same.

Biology as a science is divided into ten domains in China. Each of these ten domains have at their core
a handful of basic terms. The contents of biology as a science taught in Chinese schools imply specific
standards of behavior, and each term suggests specific actions. Both in Japan and in China, the students learn
nearly the same scientific facts in biology class. But in China, unlike in Japan, the teachers also train their

students in ethics and value judgment.
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