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What is basic Learning Ability Required of the Students in Junior Colleges?
-In Support of the Discussions on Academic Ability from the Viewpoint of Character Formation-

Hiroshi Morishita*

Abstract

“A study conducted with the students in the seminar concerning how to cultivate basic learning ability” was
the subject of my 2007 treatise, in which I qualified “basic learning ability” desired in our college as the one
which could make the students up to practical training and graduation thesis, but I did not make a detailed
definition of it. Therefore, I've neither secured special time only for cultivating it nor adopted such a method
as cultivating it through drills.

Why did I take the subject of “academic ability” this time again in this thesis? It's because the Education
Ministry's guidelines for school published in March 2008, based on its biased views of academic ability, not
only prescribed educational contents but also laid out the methods for acquiring basic learning ability. In
addition, taking the gap of academic abilities among the students for granted, they argued the issue of
academic ability separating it completely from character formation.

They are nonconforming to the viewpoints of the PISA research by OECD which they should have drawn
upon,

This treatise intends to argue what academic ability for the students in junior colleges is in contrast with
the one asserted in the guidelines. When the issues of “detachment from learning of the students” and
quality of learning are widely discussed, I think we have to review an assumption that “basic learning ability

is reading, writing, and arithmetic,” and I've tried a new approach toward academic ability and learning itself.

Keywords : The Education Ministry's guidelines for school, OECD and PISA research, basic learning ability

*Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare
Contact Address:

T590-0014 2-8 Tadei-cho,Sakai-Ku,Sakai City,Osaka
Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare
Department of Care and Welfare

E-mail: h.morishita@kenko-fukushi.ac.jp

41 B1% KBRRRELEHRFRE £8%5 20003



