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A Study of Fingering and the Alterations of ‘Ecole Préliminaire de Piano 0p.101’
Composed by F.Beyer

Junichi Tada*

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to define the alterations of the fingering of ‘Elementary Instruction Book for
the Pianoforte’ by F. Beyer, and to consider the fingering in Japanese editions. The most popular book for
learners in Japan, Elementary Instruction Book for the Pianoforte’ , was brought by L. W. Mason from the
United States in 1880. Then it has been published by many publishers and editors. We can find differences of
fingering in some pieces.

As a result of consideration, we can find a lot of fingering has been added into later editions comparing
with the first edition. Especially, many Japanese editions are influenced by Peters edition. In addition
Japanese editors added some fingering. The fingering that is indicated in each edition is not only concerned
with the subject of exercise but also with the view of music itself. Students and piano teachers have to

choose the fingering that adapts to the subject, their own hands and fingers.

Keywords : piano, fingering, Beyer, op.101, first edition
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