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The Political Theology of Modern Tennou State System (PART 1)

Toshimichi Furukawa*

Summary

About the 20 years from the Meiji Restoration to the enactment of Meiji Constitution was deeply
significant era for inquiring into the character of modern Japanese state and the liberties of Japanese
subjects. The Meiji Government started to construct the ideology and the state/social apparatus that set
forward the independence and sacredness of the monarch=Emperor Meiji for the national integration in
the process of making the “national state” from feudal system. Restoration Government forced “upper
religious reformation” and “civilization and enlightment” , and compelled subjects to have economical/socal
liberties. And Meiji Constitution prescribed the ideology of the “sacred state” and “liberty of conscience”
in nation state. Surely the Japanese people as a member of the Meiji “national state” attained “a liberty of
conscience” , but this implied that Japanese people were formed into subjects as a member of the sacred
state community. Subsequently “KOKUTAI" political theology, which was as state ideology and state

apparatus to “solve” this contradiction, was to be prepared.

Keywords: “KOKUTALI" political theology, subjects’ “liberty of conscience” , “upper religious reformation”
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