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On the Process of Socializing Care for the Elderly and the Handicapped in Japan
Shirai, Nobuhisa
Osaka College of Social Health and Welfare, Japan

From the latter half of the 1950 s to the 1960" s, Japan accomplished a rapid economic growth, which

caused a great change in family relations and the community structure. Young laborers were concentrated

in big cities, and local areas became underpopulated. As the result, the number of “nuclear families” has

remarkably increased in both urban and rural areas. In addition, working women have also increased in

number, so the family supporters of bringing up children and giving care for the aged have kept decreasing.

Socializing care for the old people has become an inevitable problem for our society.

This is the background for the Japanese Government to introduce the public nursing insurance system in

the year 2000 to meet the situation. However, there still remain a lot of problems to be solved.

Key words : socializing care, the role of care worker. elderly care insurance system
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